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MANAMA: An annual day will be marked in
tribute to Bahraini doctors who stand on the
frontline to combat Covid-19 and protect public
health.

Bahraini Doctor’s Day will be observed annu-
ally on the first Wednesday of November.

An award named after His Royal Highness
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al

MANAMA: An extra BD177
million emergency funds are
to be pumped into the gener-
al state budget for 2020.

These funds will be spent to meet
emergency costs resulting from
Covid-19 and support efforts to
combat the pandemic.

This was announced as His Royal
Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa
bin Salman Al Khalifa chaired the week-
ly Cabinet session remotely, attended
by His Royal Highness Prince Salman

W The Premier

Khalifa was launched to honour outstanding
Bahraini doctors in recognition of their rescarch
and therapeutic distinction.

This was announced at the weekly Cabinet
session chaired by the Premier remotely.

The Premier saluted the people of Bahrain for
their high awareness and spirit of responsibility
amid national efforts to combat the pandemic.

BD177M EXTRA
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Initiative hailed - Page 2 )

bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince,
Deputy Supreme Commander and First
Deputy Premier.

A draft law decree authorising the
emergency expenses will be issued,
based on the recommendation of the
Executive Committee, chaired by the
Crown Prince.

The draft legislation was submitted
by the Finance and National Economy
Minister, said Cabinet secretary general
Dr Yasser Al Nasser.

The Premier ordered the activation of

precautionary

Causeway capacity
to rise 45 per cent

MANAMA: A 45 per cemt increase in
capacity is expected on the causeway
linking Bahrain and Saudi Arabia
once it reopens following three months
of closure due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

No official date has been released for
the resumption of passenger movement
on King Fahad Causeway.

However, the King Fahad Causeway
Authority said the reopening will wit-
ness the introduction of the first phase
of a comprchensive electronic payment
system.

Full report - Page 3
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B The new electronic payment system at the causeway
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Doctor’s Day will honour frontline staff (ZIETICE

However, he directed a clampdown to ensure

and residents’ strict compliance with
measures and preserve Team
s successes in combating the pandemic,

led by the Crown Prince.

The Bahrain Medical
Prime Minister for allocating a day in tribute to
Bahraini doctors.

Society thanked the

the law on marine resources, including
clauses related to Bahraini fishing boat
caplains (Noukhadha).

He instructed the ministerial commit-
tee for development projects and infra-
structure to draw up mechanisms aimed
at deterring violators, regulating fishing
and protecting marine resources.

Owners of private school buses irans-
porting students will receive government
assistance. The Premier followed up on
measures taken by the Labour and Social
Development Ministry to help them, on
par with other pandemic-hit categories
that received help.

He directed to scrutinise studies and
proposals submitted by Bahrain Chamber
of Commerce and Industry and Bahrain
Businessmen's Association regarding the
Covid-19 impact on economic sectors.

A draft decree amending provisions of
the law on reorganisation and bankruptcy
was endorsed, based on the Executive
Committee’s recommendation. The
proposed legislation aims fo promote
transparency regarding reorganisation
and bankruptcy procedures and enhance
creditors” rights and role.

Lessees of government-owned trading
outlets have been exempted from paying
monthly rents for three months.

The Premier has already issued direc-
tives in this regard, benefiting tenants of
outlets owned by the Supreme Council
for Environment. The Cabinet had also
exempted tenants of trading outlets
owned by Eskan Bank.
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M Four more Covid deaths

MANAMA: Four more people died from
Covid-19 yesterday, with another 786 new
cases registered. This takes the death toll in
Bahrain to 46, while the country announced

its highest daily tally of new cases yesterday.
The Health Min: announced the deaths

of two women, a 75-year-old Bahraini and a
65-year-old expatriate, together with two expat
men, aged 35 and 39. It expressed condolences
to the families of the deceased. The ministry
also announced 786 new cases vesterday, of
which 401 were expatriate workers, 362 were
contacts of active cases, and 23 were travel-
related. The ministry’s latest update on its
website, dedicated to Covid-19, showed 5,700
active cases. Of these, 135 were in need of
treatment and 20 remain in a critical condition.
The ministry also recorded 449 additional
recoveri rday, taking the total number of
patients now clear of the virus to 13,267. This
means Bahrain has recorded a total of 19,013
cases of the coronavirus, including the active

s, recoveries and fatalities. So far 432‘4(]9
ests for Covid-19 have been carried out in
Bahrain.

M Emirates resumes fligh
MANAMA: Emirates flight EK839 lan ed nl
Bahrain International Airport yesterday
—marking the return of regular flights
between the kingdom and Dubai.

The airline is set to operate seven weekly
flights from Bahrain to Dubai on its Boeing
777-300ER aircraft, carrying cargo as

well as passengers travelling home or for
essential purposcs,

Customers can also connect through Dubai
to other Emirates’ destinations, including
select cities in Asia Pacific and Europe or
the Americas.

Travel restrictions remain in place in

most countries, and passengers have

been reminded to check entry and exit
requirements before their journeys.
Emirates flight EK 840 will depart
Manama at 5.50pm local time and arrive in
Dubai at 8pm local time.

The return flight, EK 839, will depart
Dubai at 4.10pm and arrive in Manama at
4.30pm local time.

.
M Bomber loses final plea
MANAMA: A convicted bomber is on death
row after he lost his final appeal in connection
with detonating two explosives that killed
two people. The first explosion in Demistan
killed police corporal Ali Mohammed Ali
on December 8, 2014, while the sccond
in Karzakan killed 72-year-old Bahraini
Abdulkareem Mohammed Jaffer the following
day. The December 9 blast also injured
36-year-old Indian cold store employee
Nowfal Nadukkanny and damaged several
cars. The defendant, Hussain Abdulla Ibrahim,
was found guilty of premeditated murder in
Deccember 2015 by the High Criminal Court,
which handed him the death penalty, while 22
other defendants were each sentenced to 25
years in prison.

Full report - Page 5




2 Gulf Daily News Tuesday, 16th June 2020

FOCUS ON BREAKING NEWS THIS MORNING
IN BAHRAIN AND ACROSS THE GLOBE

M Morocco King
congratulated

MANAMA: His Majesty King
Hamad yesterday sent a cable
of congratulations to King
Mohammed VI of Morocco on
undergoing successful surgery
HRH the Prime Minister and
HRH the Crown Prince sent
similar cables.

M Legal forum

MANAMA: A new online
programme aimed at
promoting legal culture among
the public and developing
national cadres was yesterday
announced. Legislation and
Legal Opinion Commission
chairman Chancellor Nawaf
Abdulla Hamza launched the
e-platform themed “Legal
Insights™. He said that the new
platform will target official
public institutions, employees
working in the legal field and
law students enrolled in local
universities.

M Virus study

MANAMA: Bahrain Centre for
Strategic, International and
Energy Studies (Derasat) has
conducted a survey to measure
the level of awareness among
expatriate workers in Bahrain

B The Premier and the Crown Prince at yesterday’s Cabinet session, held remotely

about the coronavirus pandemic,
its symptoms, contagion and
efforts exerted by the national
campaign 1o combat the virus

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yes-
terday recorded 4,507 new
coronavirus cases in the

daily reported increase so
far, according to its health
ministry.

This raises the total number

last 24 hours, its highest
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of confirmed cases in the king-
dom to 132,048,

Riyadh rccorded the highest
number of cases, where 1,658
new infections were reported in
the city alone.

Jeddah reported 413 new cas-
es, while Mecca reported 389
infections. The other new cas-
es were confirmed in cities and
provinces across the country.

Thirty-nine people died of
the virus, which raised the
Covid-19 death toll to 1,011,
the ministry added.

Meanwhile. the number of re-
coveries rose to 87,890,

Officials have said that the
rise is mostly due to the fact that
hundreds have failed to comply
with public health measures.

The rate of infection of the
coronavirus is rising in Sau-
di Arabia once again duc to a
lack of adherence with social
distancing measures, the king-
dom’s health ministry spokes-
man said on Sunday.

The increase in the rate of in-
fection, which had dropped to a
low of one per cent in May, is
an indication that some citizens
and residents have not been fol-
lowing preveniaiive measures
and have not been avoiding
large gatherings, he said.

The ministry said that if peo-

4,507 new coronavirus
ses in Saudi Arabia

ple continue to ignore the rules,
officials would have to consider
reimposing restrictions.

he UAE, meanwhile, 1s ex-
tending a travel ban to and from
Abu Dhabi by one week starting
today, according fo an official
statement. “Abu Dhabi Emer-
gency and Crisis Committee for
the Covid-19 Pandemic, in col-
laboration with Abu Dhabi Po-
lice and the health department,
have announced an extension
on the ban on movement enter-
ing and exiting the emirate and
between its regions (Abu Dhabi,
Al Ain, and Al Dhafrah) start-
ing from Tuesday, June 16, for
one week,” the Emirates News
Agency tweeted yesterday.

The country initially restrict-
ed movement into the capital
from June 2 in line with mea-
sures to curb the coronavirus
outbreak, the Abu Dhabi Media
Office announced at the time.

This mcans that residents of
other emirates will be unable
to enter Abu Dhabi, while Abu
Dhabi residents will be unable
to leave.

Meanwhile, an Emirate’s air-
line plane from Dubai landed at
Bahrain Iniemnational Airport,
marking the return of regular
flights between the kingdom
and the emirate.

Cabinet hails Day of Conscience initiative

MANAMA: Bahrain’s Cabinet
yesterday expressed pride at
the Premier’s initiative for the
world to mark International
Day of Conscience.

The initiative 1o mark the day
on April 5 was endorsed by the
preparatory group of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation’s ex-
ceutive board carlier this weck.

The Cabinet stressed its im-
portance of marking the day
in the midst of current cir-
cumstances the world is going
through, and which require re-
sorting to conscience to consol-
idate peace and the good of the
entire humamity.

His Royal Highness Prime
Minis-
ter Prince
Khalifa bin
Salman
Al Khali-
fa chaired
the regu-
lar weekly
Cabinet
session, at-
tended by
His Royal
Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First
Deputy Premier.

The move reflects global
appreciation of the status, pol-
icies and vision of Bahrain,
under the leadership of His
Majesty King Hamad. Cabinet
secretary general Dr Yasser Al
Nasser said in a statement fol-
lowing the session which was
held via video conferencing.

The Premier was also in-
formed at the session about
the progress of work follow-
ing his directives to allocate a
housing project for citizens of
Salhiya.

The Prime Minister request-
ed Housing Minister Bassem
Al Hamer to visit the village
and submit a report on their
housing needs.

The session reviewed a

it by Finance Minister
Shaikh Ahmed bin Moham-
med Al Khalifa, who is also in
charge of oil and gas afTairs,
on environmental projects
and initiatives implemented
in Ma’ameer and the neigh-
bouring region to improve air
quality and the maritime envi-
ronment, through Bapco and
GPIC

W Dr Al Nasser

UN planning racism debate

GENEVA: The top UN human rights body agreed
yesterday to hold an urgent debate on allega-
tions of “systemic racism, police brutality and
violence against peaceful protests™ in the US and
clsewhere.

The UN Human Rights Council’s decision fol-
lowed a request last week by Burkina Faso on
behalf of African countries in response to the
killing of George Floyd, an African American,
on May 25 under the knee of a white Minneap-
olis police officer. His death has ignited protests
across the nation and worldwide.

“We think it is a moment to really discuss this
issue, as you have seen with the demonstrations
all over Europe, including here in Geneva,” said
Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger, Austria’s ambassa-
dor who serves as current president of the Coun-
cil.

“This is a topic which is not just about one
country. it goes well beyond that,” she said.

African countries may prepare a resolution for

consideration at the debate, Tichy-Fisslberger
added.

The US is not a member of the 47-member
state forum in Geneva, having quit it two years
ago alleging bias against its ally Isracl.

The US mission in Geneva had no immediate
comment on the council's decision, but last week
issued a statement decrving the “senseless death
of George Floyd” and saying that justice and
transparency were “core values” of the US.

The African group’s request, in a letter made
public by the UN, said: “The death of George
Floyd is unfortunately not an isolated incident.
The numbers of previous cases of unarmed peo-
ple of African descent who met the same fate be-
cause of uncontrolled police violence are legion™.

The outrage provoked by the death underlines
the importance of the Human Rights Council dis-
cussing these issues, the letter said, noting that
600 activist groups and victims™ relatives had
called last week for a special session.
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